ANNUAL REPORT ON INDIAN EPIGRAPHY 
FOR THE YEAR 1961-62 


GENERAL 


. The records collected and examined during the year under review consist of 
39 copper-plate charters of Appendix A and 970 stone inscriptions of Appendix 
B. Appendix C, continued from the previous year's list, contains notices of 
460 inscriptions, impressions of about all of which were received from the 
Central and Western Circle Offices. Appendix D contains notices of. 330 
Arabic and Persian inscriptions examined by Dr. Z. A. Desai, Superintendent 
for Arabic and Persian Inscriptions, Nagpur. The large number (297) of coins 
examined during the year are listed in Appendix E while Appendix F contains 


the list of photographs taken this year. 


Most of the inscriptions and coins of the Appendices A, B and E were 
secured by the members of the Technical Section of this office. 1 visited, 
among other places, Arachchalür and Srirangam (Madras), Hyderabad and Penu- 
konda (Andhra Pradesh) and Sringeri (Mysore). Of my collection, the most im- > 

_ portant inscriptions are the early Tamil epigraphs in Brähmi from Arachchalür, 
the copper-plate record of the early Pallava king Simhavarman from Hydera- 
bad and-the early Chola records from Srirangam. Dr. G. S. Gai, the Superin- 
tendent for Epigraphy, visited Mysore, Poona, Bombay, Ajmer, Sagar, Sanchi 
and Ujjain. Among his collections, the copper-plate inscriptions from Poona 
are noteworthy. Shri K. G. Krishnan, Assistant Superintendent for Epigraphy 
visited a number of places in Madras, Andhra Pradesh and Kerala States and 
was able to secure a good number of records, the most valuable of which is 
the early Pandya record datable to the early 7th century A.D., the existence 
of which in the bed of the river Vaigai in Madurai had been brought to my notice 
by the Superintendent, Southern Circle, Madras. Besides, he also secured 
plaster-casts of over 20 coins from the State Museum, Trivandrum. Shri 8. 
Sankaranarayanan, Assistant Superintendent for Epigraphy, continued his survey 
of villages in the Chidambaram Taluk, South Arcot District, Madras State, besides 
visiting a few stray places in the States of Madras, Kerala, Uttar Pradesh and 
Bihar. His collection from Chidambaram include an interesting record relating to 
the institution of a library (Sarasvati-bhandära) of the Chöla period. The 
other very valuable record copied by him and also by Shri A. N. Labiri is 
that of a new version of Asöka’s Minor Rock Edict from Ahraura, near 
Banaras in Uttar Pradesh brought to light by the Exploration Assistant, Mr. 
Pandey. Shri P. R. Srinivasan, Assistant Superintendent for Epigraphy 
visited some villages in and near Madras and conducted the village-to-village 
survey of over 50 villages in the Saidapet Taluk, Chingleput District. His 
collection includes a few interesting records of the early Chöla period and of the 
Gandagöpäla family and some inscriptions on stone images of the Buddha 
belonging to the period of the Pälas of North India, in a private collection at 
Madras. Shri A. N. Lahin, the Senior Epigraphical Assistant, visited some 
places in Uttar Pradesh and near Delhi and his collection includes the terra- 
cotta seal of the time of Gondophares of the Indo-Parthian dynasty, which 

is probably unique. Shri J. Sundaram visited some places in Madras State 
and collected quite a few records of the early Chöla and Pändya periods. Shri 
K. H. V. Sarma toured a number of places in Andhra Pradesh and was able 
to secure, among others, a few interesting copper-plate records and stone 
inscriptions belonging to the time of the Later Chalukyas, the Käkatiyas and 
Reddis. Shri S. H. Ritti took up the village-to-village survey-of Manvi Taluk, 
Raichur District, Mysore State and secured from about 50 villages 86 new 
inscriptions belonging to the Later Chälukya, the Yádava and other dynasties. 
Shri B. R. Gopal took up the survey of villages in the Chikodi Taluk, 
ysore State and covered 39 villages. He also visited some 


District, M : 
poes Maharashtra and Andhra Pradesh and his collection includes quite 
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a few interesting records of the Silaharas and the Later Chälukyas. Shri K. V. 
Ramesh completed the survey of the villages in the Chitapur Taluk and took up 
the Gulbarga Taluk, Gulbarga District, Mysore State for sush a survey. 

He covered about 50 villages this year. Besides, he also visited 15 villages . 
in South Kanara District in the same State. His collection includes records of 
the Alupas, the Later Chälukyas. etc. Shri V.S. Subrahmaniam visited a number 
of villages in the Coimbatore, Tanjore, Chingleput and Madurai Districts of 
Madras State. Of his collections, those belonging to the Chéra chief Kandan 
Iravi from Ponnivädi, Coimbatore District, and those of the early Chölas, 
from Sivapuram, Chingleput District are noteworthy. Shri C. R. Srinivasan, 
began the village-wise survey of the Tirumangalam Taluk, Madurai District 
and copied a number of new and interesting inscriptions of the early and medi- 
eval Pàndyas. Shri ©. L. Suri took up for village-to-village survey the Sirohi 
Taluk, Sirohi District, Rajasthan and covered about 95 villages. Besides, he 
also visited Mount Abu (Sirohi District), Pali (Pali District) and  Niwai 
(Tonk District) and obtained from these places a large number of records. 


His collection includes some records which belone to the Chaulukyas and 
the Chähamänas: 


The coins from Kashmir sent. by Dr. Chhabra, the Joint Director General 
of Archaeology in India, were examined and listed by Dr. Z. A. Desai. 


We arethankfulto the authorities of such institutions as the Sankarächärya 
Matha, Siingeri, the Andhra Pradesh Government Museum, Hyderabad, Madras 
Museum, Madras, the Prince of Wales Museum, Bombay, State Museum, 
Trivandium and to the learned bodies like the Andhra Historical Research 
Society, Rajahmundry, the Bharata Itilıäsa Sarısodhaka Mandala, Poona, etc., 
and to individuals like Prof. K.D. Bajpai, Sagar Univer:ity and Sri M. Soma- 
sekhara Sarma, Waltair, etc., for their kind help in making available the 
epigraphs in their collection for study by this office. 


Of the collections mentioned above, the most interesting ones are briefly 
-reviewed in the Introduction. 


Facilities for training and research were also afforded t» the following 
^ during this year : 


His Majesty's Government of Nepal deputed Mr. Hem Raj Sakya, a member 
of their Mepartment of Archaeology and Culture, to undergo trainingin this 
office for six months. He joined this office on 14-3-1961 for the purpose. 


A trainee belonging to the Department of Archaeology of the Andhra 
State and a trainee from the State Department of the Hindu Religious and 
Charitable Endowments, Madras, were deputed by the respective Governments 
to undergo training in epigraphy here. Of them, the trainee sponsored by 
the Andhra Pradesh Government finished his training in six months while 
the one sponsored by the Madras Government is still continuing training. 


INTRODUCTION 
COPPER-PLATES 


THE PALLAVAS.— No. 9 from Jalalpuram, Sattenapalli Taluk, 
District. is an important addition to the 
Poilavas. It is stated to 


Guntur 
Sanskrit charters of the early 
have been issued from Vijaya-Nänchipura by 
Vijaya-Simhavarman. son of Vijava-Skandavarman and grandson of Vijaya- 
Viravarman. Dated in his 19th reznal year, Màgha $u.10, it records the grant 
of the village Vésanta in Nädattapäti to Jyéshthagarman of Gautama-götra 
and Apastamba-siitra. The characters, belonging to the box-headed variety, 
are very ornate in execution and are ascribable to the 5th century A.D. They 
generally resemble those of the Vilavatti grant of Simbavarman, son cf 
Yuvamahardja Vishnugópa and grandson of Skandavarman II (£y. Ind., Vol. 
XXIV, pp., 296 f., and Plates). The inscription under review is interesting 
in more than one zespee*, Firstly this mav he considered to be the earliest 
among the Sanskrit charters of the carly Pallavas issued from 


`~ 
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of the very few copper plate grants of this Chälukya king. The details of date 
given in this charter are Chalukya-Vikrama year 7, corresponding to the cyclic 
year Dundubhi, Srávana su. 14, Monday, which regularly correspond to 1082 

A. D., July 11. The charter records that at the request of Srzkaranika-sar- 

vadhyaksha dandanäyaka Bhattadevayya, the king made a tax-free gift of the 

village Kannasamvi (the modern Kansävi, Lingsugur Taluk, Raichur District) 

in Karadikal-300 of the Edadore-dasa, for repairs to the temple of and provi- 

ding music, dance and offerings to god Bhattesvaradeva in Nandavatika- 

grama. The historical introduction tracing the royal genealogy from Jayasi- 

mba, through Ranaräga, Pulakesin I, etc. and describing the ruling monarch’s 

valour and greatness in vague terms, is exactly identical with that of the 
Nilgunda Plates of the same king dated Chälukya-Vikrama year 48 (Ep. Ind., 

Vol. XII, pp. 150 ff., and Plates). It is noteworthy that the preamble of 

the king's charters has remained static throughout these forty years of his | 
rule. This record -has been published in the Andhra Pradesh Govt. 

Archaeological Series, No. 6, pp. 84 ff., and Plates. 


No. 34 from Agvi, Ahmadnagar District, also belongs to the time of Vi- 
kramäditya VI and introduces his feudatory Mahamandalésvara Airamadéva 
of the early Yädava dynasty. It registers the.gift of the village Komkane 
situated in Samgamanéra-84 division by Airamadéva. The donee was Kúkala- 
pamdita, son of Gopati-bhatta and, grandson of Südana-bhatta. The charter 
is dated Saka 1020, Bahudhänya, Vaigakha Amavasya, Monday, corresponding 
to 1088 A. D., May 3. The record was written by Harischandra. It is 


published in the Bharata Itihàsa Samsödhaka Mandala Quarterly, Vol. III, 
Non 1, DD. I ft - = ; 


THE SILAHARAS.— No. 35 from Pattanakudi, Chikodi Taluk, Belgaum 
District, belongs to the time of the king Avasara, the son of Bhima, of the 
Silähära family of the Southern Konkan. The details of the date of the record 
viz. Saka 910, Sarvadhari, Karttika éu. 5, Monday, are irregular. The charter 
refers to three members of the merchant community who paid. forty 
dinäras to the king as padapujà and got confirmed their right over (the two 
villages) Kiñjala and Pulisa, which are referred to as their jzvalóka. The 
record was composed by the nagara-sandhivigrahin Dévapala, a poet, son of 
Vamana, on the order of his master (i.e. Avasara) , and it was engraved by 
Vajjada. It may be noted that the description of the Räshtraküta and 
Silahára dynasties in the introductory portion of the present record differs 
in’ some details from that of the Khäröpätan Plates (Ep. Ind., Vol. III, pp. 
292 ff.) of Rattaraja, son of Avasara, the ruler mentioned in the charter under 
reference. The Kharépatan plates dated Saka 930, i.e. two decades later than” 
the present record, mention Chalukya Satyäsraya as the overlord of the Sila- 
hara chief while the present plates dismiss Tailapa with a mere reference to 
his uprooting Baddiga (Kokkala in the other plates) who succeeded Khottiga. 
The description of the Räshtraküta genealogy in the present plates commences 
only from Subhatunga (Krishna II) and omits the mention of Gövinda. In 
delineating the genealogies of the Silähäras, the Kharépatan Plates give the 
order of succession uptil Äditya as Dhammiyara, Ayyapa, Avasara and Äditya 
while the present record gives Dhammiyara, Ammala, Ayyapa and Aditya, both 
the records agreeing thereafter. Consequently, Avasara of our record becomes 
Avasara IT while he will be the third of that name according to the Kharépa- 
tan Plates. Devapäla, the composer of the present record was the father of 
Lökapärya, the writer of the Kharépatan Plates. 


THE CHOLAS.—No. 29, said to have been unearthed at Pallankovil, Tiru- 
tturaipundi Taluk, Tanjavur District, is an incomplete set consisting of six plates 
numbered 13, 15, 18, 19, 21 and 23 respectively and written on both sides. The 
record is in Tamil language and Tamil characters of about the tenth century. 
In the available plates the name of the king in whose reign it was issued is not 
found. Plate No. 13 appears to end with a section of the charter which scems 
to register a grant of some lands in Umbala-nadu in favour of a palli for the 
maintenance of the mänäkkichchigal (female pupils) and others attached to the 
palli by the nättär of the nädu, the title-holders of the brahmadéyas, the 
‘dévaddnas, the pallichchandams and the kanimurrúttus and the nagarattar 
of Irumudisölapuram. It further stipulates that the lands shall be held as a 
permanent lease by Selétti Kudiyan and his descendants on behalf of the 
palli. The remaining plates record the grant of the village Danava(ma)lip- 


T 
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grand-father of the donee of the earlier transaction and the great-grandfather 
of the donees of the main transaction, is stated to have belonged, one may be 
tempted to think that the donee might have been a member of the royal family. 
But from the context, from the manner of introducing the genealogy of the 
donee and from the mention of the fact that the donee's father Chintaniyu- 
(nipu)-Kämärnava was a resident of the village Uttaravalli, it is clear that the 
donee’s family was different from the royalfamily. Obviously, these members 
adopted the names and epithets of their royal patrons (Published in Andhra 
Pradesh Govt. Archaeological Series; No. 6, pp. 137 ff., and Plates). 


THE EASTERN CHALUKYAS.— Nos. 2 and 13 belong to the Eastern 
Chalukya dynasty. No. 2 from the Hyderabad Government Museum, belongs to 
the reign of Bhima III (934-45 A. D.), son of Vijayäditya and a half brother of 
Amma I. It registers the grant of the village Varanavendi in Sakatamanthani- 
vishaya to a Haihaya chief named Chandana who was the son of Nannaka and 
Aytakämbä and the grandson of Poleyana, in recognition of the help rendered by. 
him in the campaigns against the king’s enemies. The chiefs mother Aytakamba | 
is stated to be the daughter of Atiratha Dhavala. As in his other plates and / 
those of his successors, king Bhima is stated to have expelled Yuddhamalla and ` 
defeated the chiefs, Marttanda, Pitamaha, -Vikramaditya, etc., and the plates 
under review make it cleàr that it was with the help of the Haihaya chief 
Chundana that Bhima defeated those enemies. Sakatamanthani-vishaya in 
which the village granted lay is also referred to in a number of inscriptions in 
Bhimavaram (8/7, Vol. V, Nos. 42, 62, 66) and Draksharamam (SII, Vol. IV, 
No. 1281) and probably comprised parts of the present Kakinada and 


Ramachandrapuram taluks of the East Godavari District (cf. JAHRS, Vol. 
XXIV, pp. 149 ff.). : i 


The other-charter No. 13 in Nagari characters and in very corrupt Sanskrit 
mentions king Vishnuvardhana with the characteristic prasasti of the Eastern 
Chalukyas and registers the royal grant of the village Ikshugräma to the bräh- 

. maņa, Näräyana-sarman, son of Aubhalaya and the grandson of Jyéshtha- 
sarman of Harita-gótra while the king was camping at that village. The record is 
dated in the Kali year expressed by the chronogram ashta-netra-rasa-döh i.e. 2628 
(probably a mistake for 4428) corresponding to the cyclic year Prabhava with the 
other details, viz. Tapas ( for Tapa) 1. e. Magha, Amäväsyä, Thursday, 
corresponding to 1328 A. D., February 11. This king ruling from Räjamahöndra- 
pura, refers to his success against the king of Kalyäna. A stone inscription 
(SII, Vol. VI, No. 202) from Peddacheraküru, Bapatla Taluk, Guntur District, 
gives identical details about this king and also bears a date very close to that of 
the copper plate. Quoting the same wrong chronogram for the Kali year corres- 
ponding to Prabhava, with the details Tapasya (wrong for Tapä i.e. Mägha ?) 
su. 2, Thursday; which corresponds to 1328 A.D., January 14, f.d.t. :18, this 
copperplate which was considered to be a forgery (vide A.R.Ep., October 1890, 
page 2, No. IV) does not appear to be so on the basis of the lithie inscription 
cited above. The village Ikshugräma referred to in the copper-plate is 
obviously identical with the Ikshupura or Peddacheraküru of the lithic record. 
The identity of the Chalukya chief is, however, not known. 


THE KÓTAS.—No. 1 belonging to Köta II, the Kota chief of Amarävati, is 
dated in Saka 1113 expressed by the chronogram guxa-inıdu-isa, and regis- 
ters the grant of the village Tällapariti on the bank of the river Krishna. The 
chief is described as the son of Bhima and the grandson ot Köta of the Jagame- 
chchugamda-vaméa. His maternal grandfather is stated to be Räjendrachöda, 
the ruler of the country between Mahöndrächala and Lakshmigiri. The donor 
of this charter Kéta II was a powerful ruler of the family and his known dates 
range from Saka 1104 to 1131. This is the second set of copper plates of this 
family available so far, the first being the Edavalli Plates (Saka 1162) of Köta III 
(4. R. Ep., 1916, para. 55), the grandson of the donor of the present plates. King 
Rajendrachóda mentioned in this charter is the Velanáti chief whose daughter 
Sabbämbikä was given in marriage to Bhima II as already known from a number 
of inscriptions. Like the Edavalli Plates, the seal of this charter also depicts 


the fabulous bird with two heads, the gandabhérusda. The inscription stops 
abruptly after recording the date. 


THE KÁKATIYAS.. Nos. 12 and 19 belong to the Kakativa dynasty. The first 
is engraved in Nägari characters and is dated 1186 expressed by the chrono- 
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gram rasa-ndga-kshmi-sitaméu corresponding to the cyclic year Raktäkshi, 
ardhodaya. The details given _ regularly correspond to 1265 A.D., 
January 18. The charter registers the grant of the village Älapädu to 
several brahmanas by a chief named Ellanadéva for the merit of his wife whose 
name is not mentioned but who is stated to be the second daughter’ (dvitiya- 
tanaya) of the Kakatiya queen Rudramba.  Ellanadeva is described as the 
son of Jaitugi and Kuntala-dévi and the grandson of Ekavira, who is said to 
have been born in the great tamily of kings like Krishnadéva and Krishna Kan- 
haradéva, the rulers of Vardhamanapura in Varaha-désa. Neither Ellanadeva 
nor his forefathers are referred to in any other Käkatiya record so far discover- 
ed. From tireir names such as Krishna-Kanhara, Jaitugi etc., it appears that 
they were connected with the Yádavas of Dévagiri. Vardhamanapura in 
Varäha-desa is identical with Vaddamänu in the present Mahbubnagar District. 
The two daughters of queen Rudramadévi, viz. Mummudamba and- Ruyyamba 
given in marriage respectively to the chiefs Mahadeva and Annaladéva, the 
latter being the son of Gannayya of the Indulüri- family according to the 
Sivayógasara, are already known. We do not know if the unnamed wife of Ellana 
was another daughter of Rudrämbä so far unknown. It appears from the wording 
of the charter that Ellana’s wife might have died by the date of the record. The 
only other Nagari charter issued in the reign of queen Rudrämbä is the 
Kötagiri Plates of the chief Súra of the Viriyála family (HAS, Mem. No. 6). 
The plates have been published in the Andhra Pradesh* Govt. Archaeological 


Series, No. 6, pp. 109 ft. 
No. 19 dated in Saka 1211 (1289 A. D.) also falling in the reign of queen 
Rudramba, registers the grant of the village Uttare$vara as guru-dakshina to 
the learned petsonage Viddanacharya, son of Dévanacharya and grandson of 
Rudracharya of Kapi-gótra, by his pupil Rudradéva, son of Pinnayächärya, 
having obtained it from Chalukya Indusékhara who .was related to the Kaka- 
tiyas. While extolling the scholarship of the donee, the charter refers in 
very high terms to his work Pramöyacharchämrita. The donee is credited to 
have performed several yagas including sarvatomukha at Vägisaratnäkarapura 
and agnishtoma in Bhimavallabhapura where he built a temple of Jfane$vara 
Rudra is said to have been the first to visit the 


and a tank. Kumära 2 it ` 
newly built temple and endow it with a hundred nishkas and other gifts. 
Viddanächärya in turn, distributed lands in the gift village to several 


bráhmanas. as also to the gods Markandésvara, Uttare$vara and Janärddanava- 
llabha, reserving a portion to himself. The identity of the donor Rudradéva is 
not elear. Attention may however be drawn to the fact that a person named 
: the commander-in-chief of Pratáparudra 
ibid., 1930, para. 31). The record furnishes the 


village Ikshupuri, to sever 7 
SE xum reat T is dated Saka 1293 expressed by the chrono- 
Ben fe ding bà 1371 A. D., June 28. There was no lunar eclipse in 


regularly correspon: | 
Ashadha and tne reference 1s perhaps to the one 


same year. The Ikshupuri of the presen 
one referred to in No. 13 reviewed cei me “x d 

Xos. 3-5 are from Shri R. Subba Rao, Secretary o e Andhra orical | 
nh Dein) Rajahmundry. These were found in the tank bed of the village ed 
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Korukonda, near Rajahmundry. The throe sets reached the hands of Shri B.V. 
Krishna Rao and Shri R. Subba Rao piece-meal from two different sources, result- 
ingin the splitting up of the sets. The portion that fell to the share of Shri 
Subba Rao, alone are preserved now in the Society's Museum. That which went 
to Shri B. V. Krishna Rao's share is now not traceable. The setsin the Society's 
possession are therefore incomplete. Their full texts, however,are published jointly 
by the two gentlemen in the Journal of the Society (J.4H RS,Vol. XI, pp. 191-213). 
The earliest of them (No. 3) of the time of Kumäragiri is dated in Saka 1312 
expressed by the chronogram netra-chandra-jvalana-$a$ in the month of Vaigakha, 
Su. 7, corresponding to 22nd February, 1390 A. D., and registers the grant of the 
village Annaparti to god Göpinätha at Räjamahöndravara, by prince Annavóta 
alias Viranäräyana, son of, Komaragiri-reddi at the instance of Kàtayavema. 
(Contra. Sewell, HI SI, pp. 386-86). Thisis the earliest copper plate so far availa 
ble for Komaragirireddi. It states that the kings of the South, West and North 
being on friendly terms, the only quarter left to him for conquest was the East upto 
Simhächala. Accordingly it is said that Katayavéma was sent towards the Eastern 
quarters viz., the Kalinga country which was conquered and annexed to the Reddi 
kingdom by the date of the record. Before proceeding on this campaign of con- 
quest, states the charter, Katayavéma, having worshipped the deity Göpinätha 
consecrated by Sukabrahma at Rajamahéndravara, took a vow to grant a village 
to that deity on his return and accordingly, on his victorious return fulfilled his 
vow by securing the grant of the village Annaparti to the god from prince 
Annavota. Poet Annaya, the son of Pinnayarya and the grandson of Manuma- 
Durga composed the charter. At the end of the record are mentioned Simgana, 
Vallabha, Vemgala, Bhavana and Ayyalu as the priests and Aubhalarya as the 
sthänädhipati of the temple. The gn village Annaparti may be identified with 
Anaparti, a railway station near Rajahmundry. 


The other two sets belong to Katayavéma-reddi. The earlier of them (No. 4) 
is dated in Saka 1317 expressed by the chronogram agva-imdu-guna-kshiti, corres- 
ponding to the cyclic year Yuva (=1395 A. D.) and registers the grant of 
the village Göpavaram in the neighbourhood of Rajamahéndravara to god 
Gopikanatha referred to above. It appears that by the date of this record 
Kätayavema had become the ruler of the newly conquered territory with 
Rajamahéndra as its capital. About the gift village, it is said that it was 
formerly known by the name Tadukuléru and granted as an agrahára by 
Mummadindra of Mamgipúdi, and later Katayavéma having purchased it, 
renamed the same as Göpavaram, obviously after the deity Göpikänätha to 
whom it was granted. This Mummadindra may perhaps be identical with 
Mummadi-näyaka who ruled from Körukonda (circa 1350-1360 A. D.). 


The last charter (No. 5) dated in Saka 1330 (vyóma-ráma-traya-$a st) 
registers the grant of the village Komäragirivaram obviously named after 
Komaragiri-reddi, and situated in Körukonda-sima, to a brahmana, Aubhalarya, 
son of Nrisimha and the grandson of Aduvärärya of the Käsyapa-götra and 
Vaikhänasa-kula, and a devout worshipper of Vishnu. Perhaps the donee is 


identical with Aubhalarya mentioned in the grant of prince Anavóta referred to 
above. 


INSCRIPTIONS ON STONE AND OTHER MATERIALS 


The earliest epigraph among this year’s collection is an edict of Asöka (No. 
907). It is engraved on the rock at the top of the Bhandaridévi hill near the 
Bhandaridévi temple in the village of Ahraura, Chunar Tahsil, Uttar Pradesh, 
about 20 miles to the south of Varanasi. The inscription is damaged owing to 
the flaking off of the rock on which it is written. This furnishes yet another 
version of the Minor Rock Edict of the Emperor, its text closely following that of 
the Sahasrim edict (CZI, Vol.1, 2nd edition, pp. 169-70, and Appendix IV, 
pp. 228-30), but distinguished from it by the passage à»umam cha Budhasa 
salile Glodhe ti, at the end. The exact meaning of this passage is difficult to make 
out although according to the consensus of opinion of scholars it speaks of the 
enshrining of the Buddha's relics. It is noteworthy that the three words 

_ Gmmam, salile and alodhe occur for the first time in this inscription of Aśōka. This 
inscription is published in Ep. Ind., Vol. XXXVI, pp. 239 ff., and Plate. 


Nos. 147-48 in Prakrit, impressions of which were received from Shri K. D. 
Bajpai, Professor ol Ancient Indian History and Culture, Sagar University, 
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An inscription (No. 723) from Achalgarh, dated Vikrama 1543, mentions 
Raja Hamira who is obviously identical with Hammira, the younger brother of 
Jagmäl, the Chauhan Deva of Siróhi (Chauhan-kul Kalpadrum, pp. 224-25). 
Achalgarh must have been included within the territory that had been made 


over to him, but passed into the hands of Jagamal by Vikrama-1566 (Bhandar- 
` kar's List, No. 881). 


No. 787 referred to above and No. 866 dated Vikrama 1745, refer to a rite 


called agatà to be observed. by all the castes and communities on some fixed 
days. 


An inscription from Niwai, Tonk District (No. 900), dated Vikrama 1704 
states that Maharaja Sarngramasigha caused the construction of the door of the 
temple of Kankali Dévi. 

BRAHMI CAVE-INSCRIPTIONS.— The earliest among the lithic records 
copled this year from South India are three inscriptions (Nos. B 289-82) from 
Arachchalür, Erode Taluk, Coimbatore District. They are written in BRAHMI 
characters and of them No. 280 is in TAMIL language. On the eastern end of 
the low range of the Arachchalur hills, at about a mile’s distance from the road 
leading to Erode, is a low natural cavern reached by scaling the rocky slope of 
low inclination. On the floor of the cavern are marks of chiselling showing a 
few bed-like demarcations made on it. In fact the head parts of one or two 


‚such beds are visible, but the beds are not complete. They are not as big as 
the beds of Eladippattam at Sittan 


nnavasal, Tiruchirappalli District, or those of 
. Tirupparankunram, Madurai District. ; 

The inscriptions are engraved on the beds of the cavern a 
palaeography, they may be attributed to about the third century A.D. One of 
them (No. 280) which isin two lines is slightly damaged and is written at the head 
of a fairly complete bed and the other two (Nos. 281-82) which are much more 


damaged, are engraved at some distance on either side of the first. The tentative 
reading of the first is : 


nd, on grounds of 


1 Eluttulp]punar(u)ttän ma[laily 
2 vannakkan [Tevaln [Chátta ln 


The Brahmi characters employed here are apparently more advanced than 
thosein which the cave inscriptions at Pugalúr (Karur Taluk) and Eladippattam 
at Sittannavasal (Kulattur Taluk), both in the Tirachirappalli District, the 
Arikamedu (near Pondicherry) graffiti etc., are written. The present epigraph 
must therefore be assigned to a date later than that to which the other epigraphs 
are attributed. Some of the letters of this inscription are noteworthy for their 
special forms. Forinstance the very first letter e has been rarely met with in 
early Brähmi epigraphs from the north or from the south. In only one other 
early Brahmi epigraph (A4.R.Ep.. 1906, No. 457) from Anaimalai, Madurai Dis- 
trict, a letter very similar in form to that of our epigraph is met with. Amon 


the early Brähmi epigraphs from the north it is only in the Kälsi edict of Asoka 
that a somewhat similar sign is employed for this initial vowel, (Indian Palaeo- 


graphical Charts, by G. Bühler, Table No. 11, Line 7, column No. III.). The 
medial u sign seen in the letter lu is also peculiar as also the medial sign taken 
to represent the vowel ai in theletter/ai. The form of the letter ka with its 
horizontal line showing a tendency to curve downwards indicates its develop- 
ment from its simpler earlier forms. The other interesting letters met with 
here for the first time are na and cha. Astor the language, the presence of 
the letter representing the sound la and the manner of doubling the 
consonants by repeating the same letter twice as for instance in vannakkan 
(line 2) point to the fact that it is Tamil. Further, from its tentative reading 
given above, it may be observed that the language of the record is not mixed 
with Prakrit words as in the case of the other early Brähmi epigraphs from 
Southern India. This inscription is therefore very important asit may be said 
to be the EARLIEST TAMIL EPIGRAPH known so far. Though, owing to the 
archaic nature of the language employed in it, the meaning of the inscription 
cannot be satisfactorily made out, yet it may be construed that a person whose 
name is probably Tévan Cháttan put the letters together (eluttu[p]punar(u)ttan). 
This appears to have reference to the other two inscriptions (Nos. 281-82). 
One of them contains, in five rows, some vocalic forms of the letter ta while the 
other gives similar forms for the letters ta and ka mixed up in rows.- In all 


probability these two charts appear to amplify the statement made in the first, 
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THE CHÖLAS.— Four inscriptions (Nos. 415-18) on the door-jambs near the 
dvarapalas at the entrance into the innermost präkära of the Ranganäthasvämin 
temple at Srirangam, Tiruchirappalli Taluk and District were copied when the 
brass plates covering them were removed recently for replacement with new 
plates. All the records belong to the 10th century, three bearing dates in the 
reign of MADIRAIKONDA PARAKESARIVARMAN (PARANTAKA T) and the 
other, a date in the reign or a Rájakesarivarman. No. 415 dated in the 39th year 
of Paräntaka I records a gift of land in Säsanamangalam, the donor's exclusive 
possession in Vilà-nadu, for food offerings to the god on the day of Röhini when, 
on the occasion of tirumulaippuludi, the god is taken out for ekasiti- 
tirumañjanam in the course of the Panguni-uttiram festival, by Brahmädhi- 
räjan alias Achchiyan Bhattan Sri Väsudevan Chakrapäni of Peruvengür, a 
brahmadeya in Vilä-näda (cf. A. R.-Ep., 1962-63, Nos. 651, 653-54, 656). 
According to No. 75 of 1936-37, the same donor is said to have made a further 
grant of land in the same village for the offering of appam to the god on the day 
of ekädasi with püsam in the course of the same festival, in the 41st (?) year of 
the king's reign. Nos. 418 and 419 dated in the years 3[5] and 4[5] respectively 
of Parántaka I record gifts of some jewels to the god probably by the same 
individual. Wo. 416 dated in the 4th regnal year of a Räjaxösarivarman records 
a gift of gold for the feeding of a brähmana well-versed in the Védas, by 
Somadévabhattan of Päppanachcheri in Kannamangalam in Tirumarugal-nadu. 
If the stones bearing these early inscriptions are in their original situation in 
this famous temple, as they appear to be, their occurrence very close to the 
garbhagrıha pushes the antiquity of the stone structure of the central shrine 
itself right to the reign of Parantaka I. In the absence of any inscriptions 
recording the foundation.of the stone structure, it may be presumed that all the 


stones bearing these early records might have once formed part of the original 
stracture itself. 


No. 421 copied from Uyyakkondän-tirumalai; Tiruchirappalli Taluk and 
District, is dated in the 15th year of a Parakésarivarman (cf. SII, Vol. IV, 534 
A). It records the gift of sheep for a perpetual lamp to god Karkudi-Para- 
me$varar in Nandiparmamangalam, a brahmadéya on the southern bank (of 
the Kaveri) by Vélan Gandarädittan alias Minavan-Müvöndavelän. The village 
herein called Nandiparma-mangalam is referred to as Rajasraya-chaturvédi- 
mangalam and the god as Karkudivilumiya-mahädeva instead of Karkadi- 
Parameévara in later records of Räjaräja I and his successors (cf. 4. R. Ep., 
1908, No. 455, etc.). Therefore this record has to be assigned to a period earlier 
than that of Ràjaraja I. Further the name Vélan Gandarädittan of the donor 
helps us to fix the identity of this Parakésari with Uttamachola. 


Nos. 188 and 189 from Madambakkam, Chingleput District are on the two 
sides of a slab-of which the top portion is broken. Engraved in characters of 
about the 10th century, the inscriptions mention two officers named [. .n] 
namayan altas Räjaräja-Jayadrathan and his paternal uncle ....[na]ràjayan 
alias Rajakarpa[ka |-pallavaraiyan, who were probably serving under the Chölas. 
As the surname of one of these contains the name of Räjaräja, it is likely that’ 
they were serving under Räjaräja I. No. 189 records the provision made for 
food offerings for the deities Umäskandasahitar and his consort whose images 
were set up by Räjakarpaka-pallavaraiyan in the temple of Sirreri-mahädövar. 
The slab on which these inscriptions are engraved must have belonged to the 
Dhénupuriévara temple in the village as the deity of this temple is referred to 
as Sirreri-äludaiya-näyanär in inscriptions on its walls (4. R. Ep., 1911, Nos. 
318-25). The names of the two donors and the palaeography of the records 


indieate thatthe temple should have been in existence round about the last 
quarter of the tenth century. 


Nos. 424 and 429 from Uyyakkondan-tirumalai. Tiruchirappalli Taluk and 
District, are dated in the 7th and 3rd years respectively of Räjendra I. No. 429 
records a grant of the income from some lands in Sivanpattu alias Srikarananallür 
in Uraiyür-kürram to the hymn-singers of Tirukkarkudi-mahadéva by the 
king while he was taking food in his palace at Palaivarai. The gift was to take 
effect from the third year of his reign. Tt is stated that the gift was made on 
the representation of Iraman Rajarajan alias Sönäpati Ràjaraja-Brahmàrày an 
af Kéralantaka-chchaturvédimangalam in Vennäda, on behalf of the hymn- 
singers. : 


. Nos. 226-33 copied from Sivapuram, Sriperumbudur Taluk, Chingleput 
District, belong to the reign of Räjendra I and No. 234 irom the same place 
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- could have been none other than the great conqueror Jatávarman Sundara- 
pändya I. Put together, these inscriptiohs show that the nominal suzerainty 
of the Chölas over the Telugu-chödas disappeared after the Pändya invasion. 


No. 172 from Chidambaram, Chidambaram Taluk, South Arcot District is 
an interesting record from the Point of view of Chöla-Pändya relations. The 
inscription is dated the 31st day ot the year 8 + 1 of Räjaräja 111 and records 
the royal grant of several pieces of land, in some cases bought from individuals 
and sometimes exchanged, for a nandavanam named after Sundarapändya 
and probably also for some offerings in the temple. This shows that either 
Räjaräja was subordinate to Sundarapändya or friendly relations existed þet- 
ween the two before the second invasion of the Chöla country by the Pändya. 


THE KONGU KINGS.— Two interesting inscriptions (Nos. 249-50) engraved 
in characters of the 13th century have geen copied from Perür, Coimbatore 
Taluk and District. They are dated respectively in the 2nd and 3rd regnai years 
of the Kongu king Vikramachóla. The former records the contribution of their 
allowance (padi) for a day towards food offerings to god Idangainäyaka-Isvaram- 
udaiyar (probably identical with the presiding deity in the Alagiya-sirrambalam 
temple where this inscription has been engraved) by the nadwvir-$amakkattar, 
ammanangakärar, senapatigal, näyakan-jeyvär and others, who are said to be 
members of an establishment (tantiram) which was probably military in charac- 
ter. The other records a similar gift of their allowance for two days by differ- 
ent bodies viz., Sr2- Virabhadrar, Muttirattàr and Nattuttanattar and some temple- 
servants such as the Sripadam-tanguvar and kavarippinakkal, (all of whom are 
said to have been maintained by the temples in the nädu), out of which a day's 
allowance was to be utilised in the Perumäl-matham and Samakkattär-matham 
and the other day’s allowance was to be spent for the festivals in the temples 
in that nádu. The protection of the ärusamakkattär is invoked for both the 
gifts and also for the gifts recorded in Nos. 248 and 251 which are also dated in 
the reign of Vikramachola. The name of the god, Idangainäyaka-Isvaram- 
udaiyär suggests that the above-said bodies belonged to the /dangai class and 
the deity was set up for worship by the members of their class. Another 
inseription (A.R. Ep., 1909, No. 162) of the 14th century from Kolumam alias 
Sangramanallir speaks of the arrangement made to settle a similar organisation, 
(tantirattär) around the tirumadarilagam of the temple of Alagiya-Tiruchchirram- 
halam-udaiyän in the village. An inscription (A. R. Ep., 1905, No. 120) of the 
11th century from Tiravalisvaram, Tirunelveli District, states that the body 
called múnrukaimahasenar whose achievements are listed, took under their 
eternal protection the temple of Tiruvälisvaram with its establishments. A 
record from Ceylon (SZI, Vol., IV, No. 1396) refers to the undertaking by the 
matanivram also called velaikkärar, to protect the Gandhakutt alias Daladaya- 
pperumpalli which is clearly a religious institution. It is thus evident that the 
military classes also associated themselves in the activities of the temples. . 


THE PANDYAS.—Two broken stones containing inscriptions (Nos. 330-31) 
of the early Pandya king Séndan were exposed to view as a result of a flood in 
the Vaigai river at Madurai. Engraved in Vatteluttu characters of about the 
7th century A.D., they furnish certain interesting details about Séndan which 
are very important records for the early Pandya history. He is said to have 
subdued many monarchs and performed the hiranyagarbha, tulabhara and other 
mahádanas. These facts about this early Pandya king are known for the first time 
from these records. But more important than these is the date given in these 
inscriptions. The records are dated in the 50th regnal year (rdjya-samvatsara) 
of the king. Séndan is obviously identical with Seliyan Vanavan Séndan 

- mentioned in the Velvikkudi Plates (Ep. Ind., Vol. XVII, pp. 291 ff.). Whereas 
his title Vanavan is understood to have been assumed by him on his vanquishing 
the Chéra ruler, the name Seliyan which is known to be a title used for Pandya 
Kenn ot the Sangam literature seems to be the older form of Sadaiyan adopted 

by kings of the later period. This assumption is justified in view of the fact 
that the predecessor and the successor of Sendan were Märavarmans and 
that the titles Maran and Sadaiyan alternated among the kings. .Märan Séndan 
figuring in the Malaiyadikkurichchi inscription (4. R. Ep., 1959-60, B 358) is 
also probably the same as the ruler mencioned in the present inscription, the 
surname Maran evidently standing for his father’s n The king is stated 
to have founded the township called Mangalapuram and to have constructed 
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there was a later Bana chief known as Sundarattól Mavali-Vanadhirajar and 
that chiefs of this family had Vaishnava leanings as evidenced by their 
benefactions to the famous Andal temple at Srivilliputtúr (A. R. Ep., 1926, 
pp- 115-16) which is only seven miles from Viluppanir, the findspot of the 
record. All these records refer to the kdl (measuriag rod) of 24 feet length 


called Sundarapandiyan-kol and a measure of capacity designated as Vīra- 
pandiyan. 


No. 366 from Känür, Sivaganga Taluk, Ramanathapuram District issued 
by Tribhuvanachakravarti Könerinmaikondän, records a gift of land, the gift 
to be effective from his 11+1 year, for services and offerings to god Pralayavi- 
tankar during the Viratamudittan-sandht instituted by Araiyan Viratamudittan 
alias Pallavaräyan of Charkarpäninallür in Sevvirukkai-nädu, after his own 
name. The gift was made at the instance of Ayyan Melavaràyar. The method 
of reckoning the date and the fact that these personages as well as the signa- 
tories figure in inscriptions of Märavarman Sundarapändya II commenein 
with the prasasti, Pümalar tiruvum, ete., (SIT, Vol. V, Nos. 440 and 446) lead 
us to identify the king of the record with Märavarman Sundarapändya II. 


Of the several inscriptions of’ the Pändyas copied from Chidambaram, 
Chidambaram Taluk, South Arcot District, No. 150, is of Maravarman 
Vikramapändya and is dated in his 6th regnal year with the details, Mina, Su. 
Paurnami, Wednesday, Hastam, which may be equated’ with 1255 A.D., March 
24. It states that the mahdsabha of Sri-Viranäräyanam alias Sundarapandya- 
chautrvédimangalam agreed to continue the supply of several thousand 
plantains for daily use in the temple and a stipulated number of them for the 
several festivals in it when the 500 veli of land granted to the temple was . 
made tax-free. It is further stated that the same land was originally granted to- 
the sabhà as a taxfree gift by Araiyan Periyanayan alias Gangéyarayar of 
Enädi Mérkudi in Tirukkalumala-nàdu but later on when it came to be taxed 
the above sabha effected a cut in the supply of the plantains. 


Of the nine inscriptions from the same place assignable to or dated in the 
reign of Jatávarman Sundarapandya T, No. 151 isin Sanskrit verse but un- 
fortunately some portiors of it have been covered by intervening pillars. 
The record refers to the king’s strength in the elephant corps, the use of which 
in storming the enemy forts is mentioned in another inscription from the 
same place (SZI, Vol. IV, No. 626). No. 157 is dated in the 9th regnal year 
of Tribhuvanachakravartigal Könerinmaikondän Jatävarman Sundarapändya 
and it records the gift of land for raising and tending a garden to supply flowers 
to the god and goddess. Engraved just below this inscription, No. 158 dated 
in the 9th year of Anaittulagum-kondaruliya Sundarapändya states that “the 
garden was raised by a certain Bhagavatiyalvar Kilinadigal Sokkiyär. The 
expression Kilánadigal appears to indicate that the donatrix was possibly 
connected with the royal family, The signatory Vanduvaräpati Virrirundàn 
alias Palandiparäjan of Sirukambür Andannür in Muttürrrukkürram figures 
in both the inscriptions. 


Nos. 168 and 169 speak of some arrangements made for the organisation and 
administration of a Sarasvati-bhandara (library) on the orders of Pallavadarayan. 
As the inscriptions are damaged only glimpses into the details of the record 
are available. The Sara:vati-bhandara seems to have been originally formed 
by Svämiceva (see below), and it was sought to be expanded. The records 
furnish a list of twenty scholars proficient in different branches of learning who: 
were probably employed to copy down texts in Sanskrit and Tamil which, 
when writsen down, were compared and checked. These details show the 
interest evinced in those times to maintain libraries with arrangements to co y 
important works. The work Siddhäntaratnäkara mentioned as one of the boo 
in the library is evidently the same as the work of the same name said to have 
been composed by Sömssvara or ISvarasiva, son of Udaiyär Svämidevar 
Srikanthasiva (4.R. Ep., 1907, No. 301; and Achärya Pushpañjali Volame, 
p- 3 ff.). The name of the king in whose reign this record was incised is not 
stated, but the occurrence of the exclusive title Anaittulagum-kondaruliya in 


the body of the record leads us to connect the record with Jatävarman 
Sundarapaadya I. à 


Four other records (Nos. 153-56) belonging to the reign of Anaittulagum- 
kondaruliya Sundarapindya (Jatävarman ra? I) dated in his 
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Tth year record the various benefactions for a matha and a garden instituted 
and named after himself as Tirundkkalagiyan by Uyyavandan Tirunökkala- 
giyan alias Tondaiman of Mañjakkudi in Milalai-kkúrram. He is credited 
with having set up a deity called Tiruvälaväyudaiya-Alagiya-Chokkar in the 
matha, made a grant to the latter and formed a dandagaram, all for the well- 
being of Perumal, obviously the king. The first nine lines of No. 154 are pub- 


lished in SIZ, Vol. IV, No. 624. 


An inscription (No. 319) from Dindigal, Dindigal Taluk, Madurai District 
gives a string of verses in Tamil in praise of Bhuvanékaviran who is glorified with 
epithets like Virakañchukan,'Samarakolahalan, etc. This king is known from 
a record from Kañchipuram (SII, Vol. IV, No. 348) in which he is stated to 
have made a grant for services for god Ekamranatha and goddess Kamakshi 
on the occasion of Bhuvanékaviran-sandhi named after himself, in Saka 1391 


(1469-70 A.D.). 1t is well-known that this Pandya king took full advanta 
of the weakness of the Central Government at vippan a that resulted possibly 
.Ep., 1907, p. 70). The 


.out of the Orissan invasion of the Tamil country (4. 
actual name of this king is not known to us though his titles BAuvanekaviran 
and Samarakolahalan are known also through his coins (Elliot, Coins of Southern 
India, Nos. 134, 135 and 138 of Plate III; Desikachari, South Indian Coins, 


Nos. 74, 75, 79, and 80 of Plate IV). 


` An inscription (No. 283) in late characters from Kodumudi, Erode Taluk, 
Coimbatore District is dated year 2, Masi 14, Sunday, Magha, in the reign of 
Kö-Vira-Sundarapändyakösarivarman who prefaces his name with the high 
sounding epithet Tribhuvanachakravaritin and claims connection with t 
Pandyas of old by styling himself as Nimbamälikabharanan, Makaradhvajan 
and Matikuladipan. He is stated to have made some grants of villages to 
god Tiruppändikkodumudi-äludaiyanäyanär and Periyatiruvadi-näyanar, on 
the occasion of Mä$i-makham. -The identity of this ruler is unknown. 


THE RÄSHTRAKÜUÜTAS._ The earliest the Kannada inscriptions 
examined this year is a record from Bhögävati in Raichur District (No. 551) of 
the Räshtraküta king Akälavarsha who can be identified with Krishna II as the 
epigraph is dated in the cyclic year Virödhikrit falling in his reign-period, corres- 
ponding to 891-92 A.D. It states that the king’s feudatory Jagattangadéva 
was holding the Ededore-2000 division as anuga-jivita. This latter is no doubt 
identical with the prince of that name who predeceased his father, Krishna II. 
This record, for the first time, refers to him as the governor of a territory. 
Another inscription from Ballatgi in the same District (No. 546) belongs to 
the reign of Nityavarsha who, in all probability, can be identified with Indra 


III, It mentions the village Ballanittage. 


Yet another record of the dynasty comes from Kanyätirtham, a hamlet 
of Pedda-Dandlüru, in Cuddapah District (No. 6). Fragmentary and written 
in Sanskrit language in Kannada characters of the 9th century it gives an 
of the Räshtraküta family and refers to king Sähasatunga Dantidurga 
Chalukyas. Unfortunately the continuation 


account 
ruling king and to the nature of 


and to his victory over the : 
containing the details pertaining to the 


the grant,.are lost. 


THE CHALUKYAS OF EALYANA.— A large number ofinscriptions of the 


aluky. f Kalyana have been copied this year also, most of them coming from 
on ae of "he former Hyderabad State, now merged in Andhra Pradesh 
and Mysore. The earliest of the kings of this dynasty represented in them is 
¿kamalla Jayasimha II. No. 534 from Ballatgi, Teie i dated 

ant of 


Jagad nip e : ; 
E D% his reign registers a 
Saka 944 (1022-23 A.D.), in 5 ahàdévi when she was 
as 


i éva set upat Ballanittage by queen 3 
E en li. Sömaladevi, another queen of J ayasimha 
the donatrix in two other records (Nos. 542 and 545) from the same place. 
No. 542 dated Saka 951 (1029 A.D.) records gifts of an oil-mill and house 
sites to a Jaina basadi at Ballanitta when the queen was camping ni 
Pandirkke, while the other dated Saka paa nee A.D.) ge a gift of land 
ú igghige when she camp These 
to Madhusüdanabhatta of ee though we know that Jayasimha had a 
vi 


two queens were hitheno, i (oh. REP. m, No. B ao 


daughter by name 
ea, 
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income into three grades as uttama, madhyama, and adhama. No. 89 is published 
in ibid., Ng. 45, pp. 57 fl. 


Prince Jagaddeva actively aided his Chälukya overlord in his wars, as for 
example against Kakati Pröla as evidenced in Käkatiya inscriptions (HAS, 
No. 13, p. 8 ; No. 3, p. 73, No. 22). An inscription of Jagaddéva himself at 
Lémulavada dated Saka 1031 (1109 A.D.) records an endowment made by 
him to god Harikeávaradeva (Op. cit., Kn. 5, p. 19. and Mg. 45, pp. 57-61). 


Some$vara III asa prince figures in some of the records found at Kolanupäka 
as the donor of several gifts. No. 65 dated Chälukya Vikrama year 34, Virödhi 
(1109 A.D.), states that while Tribhuvanamalla was ruling from Mänyakere the 
prince was in charge of several areas including Kollipäka-nädu and mentions 
his officers mahäpradhäna, antahpuraverggade, kannada-sandhivigrahi Käli- 
mayya and his younger brother Tikkapayya, a dandanäyaka of Kollipäke-7000. 
No. 86 dated Chalukya-Vikrama year 35, Khara (1111 A.D.), mentions these two 
brothers and the former's son-in-law pratikamta Bammadéva. No. 85 dated 
Chälukya-Vikrama year 35, Vikriti, states that prince Sóméévara made 
a gift of 12 mattar of wet land to the priest Ädityabhatta-Sömayäjin while 
offering the mahadanas after performing dévatürchana. Onthat occasion, under 
instructions from the prince, his subordinate mahäpradhäna, sandhivigrahi, danda- 
näyaka Kälimarasa allotted that extent of land under the main canal at Ittikäla, 
at the doneé's own choice. A Sanskrit record (No. 87) dated Chälukya Vikrama 
year 37, Nandana (1112 A.D.), gives a descriptive account of the Chälukya 
family, members of which are said to have attained fame on account of their 
having performed many sacrifices (anavarata-krit-àn£ka-ish ti-vikhyata-kirttih) 
and registers endowments of lands and house-sites made to ‚Kesava-bhatta, 
Vámana-bhatta and Gölaya-bhatta by prince Sómé&évara on the occasion of the 
dakshinäyana-samkränti. The prince seems to figure again as a donor in a 
fragmentary record (No. 95) wherein he is stated to have performed the 
AA Sarkarà-parvata, lavana-parvata and gö-sahasra-mahädänas. 
The record also mentions an officer with the titles kannada-sandhivigrahs 
mahapradhana and antahpuraverggade whose name however is only partly 
preserved. He may probably be Kälimayya or Kälimarasa who bears 
identical titles and figures in the records reviewed above. 


Nos. 73 and 92 mention prince Sóméévara and his dandanayaka mahä- 
adhàni manevergade Säyimayya or Svämi-dandädhipa. No. 92 dated Chäluk ya- 
en 50 (1125 A.D.), attributes to prince Sömö$vara victory over a certain 
Trikalimgädhipati. The contemporaneous king was Anantavarman Chödaganga 
of the Eastern Ganga dynasty (1075-1142 A.D.) who bore this title. Therecord 
also extolls Säyimayya in glowing terms. Both this prince and his subordinate 
figure together in the Güdüru inscription dated Chälukya-Vikrama year 49, 
Krödhi (1124 A.D.) (4.R. Ep., 1960-61, B 107). 


Nos. 91 and 62 dated in Chälukya-Vikrama years 31 and 43 respectively 
mention mahäpradhäna bänasavergade Anantapäla-dandanäyaka who was one 
of the mighty generals of Tribhuvanamalla Vikramädit 


ya VI and whose inscrip- 
tions are found as far north as Dräkshäräma. The former (published in 4.P. 
Govt. Archl. Series, No. 3, No. 44, p. 57) furnishes the interesting information 


that this general also made some grants to god Jagaddevanàràyana at the place 
whose image was set up by the Paramära chief Jagaddéva as stated above. 


No. 582 from Kuradi, Raichur District, refers to a gift of land to god Rebba- 
leéévara by dandanäyaka Raviyana-bhatta, a hitherto unknown feudatory of 
Vikramäditya VI. No. 49 from Gangäpuram reveals the name of mahà- 

adkäna MahéS$vara-dandan&yaka, an officer under the king. No. 566 from 
allúr refers to Vikramäditya-bhattöpädhyäya-Sarvakratu-Sömayäjin, the 
royal preceptor who is also described as a dandanäyaka, as having received from 
the king while in his military camp (dandina nade-vidu) on the bank of the 
Narmada, the village Kallüru as dakshinä on performing the Pañchalangala-kratu 
ln his turn, the royal preceptor made over t : 


he village to bráhmanas in th 
pns of the king. At that time, mahämandalösvara Chandarasa of tke 


akaa family associated himself with the gift of Kallüru to the bráhmanas 
and granted some land, house-sites etc. to god Svayambhü Maratésvara 
of the place. The inscription does not afford any clue as to the occasion for the 


military march undertaken by the emperor. In No. 43 alsofrom Gañ gä 
dated 1091 A.D., yet another preceptor of Vikramaditya VI, Rapids: 
bhattáraka, figures as making a gift of land as Jyotir-vritti for the Prosperity 
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THE BANAS. Nos. 508, 516, 526-27 from Gulbarga District refer to the 
feudatory Bäna chieftains Gomkarasa I, Vira-Kälarasa and Gornkarasa II who are 
already known to us from other records copied last year (4.R. Ep., 1960-61, 
Introduction, p. 30). Of these, Nos. 508, 516 and 527 refer to the territory as 


Gomkana-(or Gomkarasana)nürippatt-aruvatiu indicating that Gonkarasa was 
the lord of this division. 


THE TELUGU-CHODAS.—Nos. 68, 69, 70 and 94 all from Kolanupaka, 
Nalgonda District, dated in Chaluxya-Vikrama years ranging from 12 to 16, 
introduce Vikramäditya’s feudatory Tondayachöla-mahäräja of the Telugu- 
Chöda family of Kandüru. No. 94 dated Chalukya-Vikrama year 13, Vibhava 
(1091 A.D.) repisters the gift of a village (?) included in Kodada-12 as 
talavritta to Rameé$vara-pandita for worship and offerings, feeding the 
students and for maintenance of a sattra in the temple of Uttare$vara (cf. No. A 
19 reviewed above) by this chief. RaméSvara-pandita, the recipient of the gift 
is described as the disciple of the great Tejonidhi-pandita, who was a disciple of 
Devabhakti-pandita who was himself the disciple of a RaméSvara-pandita of the 
Kalamukha sect. Rämäö$vara-pandita, the donee of the present record may 
be identical with the great personage of that name referred to in the Käkatiya 
records from Hanumakonda as the preceptor of the early Käkatiya kings Beta, 
Tribhuvanamalla Rudra and Pröla Il. Another chief of the same family but 
belonging to the £RUVA BRANCH and bearing a similar name viz. Tondarasa 
figures as one of the donors in a record (No. 61) dated Saka 999, Pingala 
(1077 A.D.) Mayilamadévi, the wife of Éruva Tondayaraju of Ködüru figures 


as a donor in an inscription from Dräkshärama (SII, Vol. IV, No. 1216), dated 
Saka 1043 (1121 A.D.). 


No. 18 from Kotipalle, East Godavari District, dated in Saka 1320, 
Bahudhänya (1398 A.D.), refers to a certain Chöda-prabhu and to some gifts 
made to a learned brähmana of the Atreya-götra hailing from Daksharama: 
It is known from an inscription at Däkshäräma dated Saka 1326 (1404 A.D.) 
(SII, Vol. IV; No. 1347) that Chöda Annadéva of the Eruva branch had 
conquered the territory around Däkshärama by that date. If the expression 
Chöda-prabhu refers to Annadeva, we have to conclude that his conquest of this 
region was accomplished even by Saka 1320. 


No. 50 from Jedcherla, _Mahbubnagar District, belonging to Udayana- 
chóda is dated Vikrama (obviously a mistake for Saka) 1084, corresponding 
to A.D. 1162. It registers a gift of 5 Gokana-simgarükas every month from 
out of the maliga-sumka for two perpetuallamps and Gösagi-nivedya in the 
temple of Svayambhú Sömanätha of Ködüru by the  Kibbaife melpatta 
dandanäyakas Nallasiddha and  Errasiddha who figure as the sumkädhi- 
karts under the king. The names of these two sunkädhikäris and the epithets: 
kibbatte and mélpatta borne by them are of considerable interesc. It is not 
elear if the epithets stand for any place-names or signify some kind of tax which 
the officers were privileged to collect. It may be noted that chiefs bearing 
these names figure in the Nellore branch of the Telugu-chöda family which 
came into prominence by the end of the 12th century. However, there 
are no clues to indicate any connection between these two dandanäyakas 
and their namesakes of the Telugu-chóda family of Nellore. This inscription 
is published in HAS, No. 19, pp. 43-44. Nos. 22 and 23 unearthed in the course 
‘of the excavations at Ele$varam on the bank of the Krishna opposite the Nagar- 
junikonda valley also belong to Udayana-chóda and one ot them (No. 22) 
records a gift of twenty mudda-mádas for a perpetual lamp to god Eléévara- 
mahädeva by padihàri Mallamaraju. Udayana-chöda of these records and of 
No. 72 from Kolanupàka may be identical with Udayana-chóda of Kandüru 
mentioned in the Hanumakonda inscription of Kakati- Rudra (A.R. Ep. 
1957-58, B 24). 


From Kövür, Kovur Taluk, Nellore District, two inscriptions, one in Tamil 
(No. 108) and the other in Telugu (No. 109),belonging to the period of the rule 


ot Kulóttunga 111 were copied. In the Tamil record the Telugu-chóda chief 
Madhuräntaka-pottappichchöla alias.. .---Siddhiyaraiyan is said to have made a 


grant, to the god at Tiruväyippädi in Nellore in Saka 111[2], corr onding t 

the 12th year of his overlord, Kuldttunge III. In the Tola i (No. 109) 
also the proper name of the Telugu-chóda chief is mutilated and only °siddhi- 
mahäräja can be made out and tho name of the Chola king is not mentioned. 
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evidently identical with their namesakes in the record under review. In an 
inscription from Hampi (4. R. Ep., 1935-36, No. 336) Immadi-Bukka figures 
as the son of Baichaya-dandanatha. In all probability this Immadi Bukka is 
also the same as the one figuring in the present records. Further, these records 
furnish for the first time the name of Ananta as the son of this Immadi Bukka. 
He is stated to have assisted his father in capturing the fortress etc., of the 
enemy. Then the records refer to the embellishment of the city with tanks, 
ramparts, step-wells etc., by the latter. The epigraphs are important in that they 
record the exact date of the capture of the fort of Pängal from the 
Turushkas, i.e. the Bahmani Sultàns, by the Vijayanagara kings. 


No. 37 from the same place is engraved on a pillar in front of a pond called 
Ràmannagundam, and is dated Saka 1346 expressed by the chronogram rasa- 
abdhi-räma-räja, as well as in a verse which is in the form of a riddle and reads : 
dvyañkam  tyaktva  pamcha-samkhya-viyuktát=samkhya-shatkad=eka-mukhyach- 
chhakabdé yielding the same number, viz. 1346 by the omission of the second 
and the fifth digits from the series one to six. The other details connected with 
the date, viz. Krodhi, Margasira $u. 15, may be equated to 1424 A.D., December 
€, falling in the reign of Devaräya II. Couched in Sanskrit and Kannada, 
the inscription records the construction of the temple of Mukti-Raméévara by 
Dévanarayana, the governor of the fort who claims descent from a brähmana who 
hailed from Käsmira and is said to have destroyed the army of Firdz-Shah. Itis 
known that Käsmira brähmanas were under the service of the early Vijayanagara 
rulers. Devanäräyana’s claim of defeating Firöz-Shäh may have to be assigned 
to the period of Devaräya I, sometime in 1417 A.D., when Firöz-Shäh was 
completely and finally defeated at Panugallu and his army destroyed. It is 
evident from these that Pángal was under the rule of the Vijayanagara kings 
ever since it was conquered in 1397 A.D. 


No. 552 from Chikalparavi, Raichur District engraved on four slabs, is a 
lengthy record of Krishna-dévaraya whose conquests of the fort of Rachiru, 
. Alampüru, Mánave, Hänumgal and Mägade are enumerated therein. It 
registers a grant of the village Chikalaparavi to god Tiruvengalanätha by the 
king who at the end of his campaign was on a visit to Kädalür at the 
confluence of the rivers Krishnä and Bhimarathi when he, along with his 
queens Chinnàdevi and Tirumaladévi, performed the ratna-dhénu, gó-sahasra 
and kanak-äsva mahädänas. 


Two records of the same king (Nos. 623 and 624) from Khambadaköne, 
South Kanara District, both dated Saka 1438, refer to gifts of twenty varáha- 
gadyánas equal to fifty käti-gadyanas and sixty varáha-gadyánas equal to 
150 käti-gadyänas respectively from the siddhäya of the village Khambhadaköne 


for the welfare of the king, showing that one varaha-gadyana was equivalent to 
21 kati-gadyanas. 


THE GAJAPATIS.—No. 11 from Kötipalle, East Godavari District, belonging 
to Gajapati KapiléSvara records a gift of five putti of land to god Sömesvara 
by the king’s officers Sriügära-mahäpätra, Sikharéévara-patra and Vennama- 
näyaka for the merit of their king in the cyclie year Pramöda. During 
Kapilesvara’s reign-period (1435-1468), the cyclic year Pramóda corresponded to 
Saka 1372 (1450 A.D.). But for a record from Penugonda, West Godavari 
District, in the Mackenzie's Manuscripts dated Saka 1370 (1448 A.D.), the 
record under review would be the earliest for the Gajapatis in this region. i 


QUTUBSHAHI OF GOLKONDA.—No. 38 from Pängal, Mahbubnagar 
District, dated in Saka 1540 (1618 A.D.), purports to belong to Muhammad Quli 
Qutub Shäh of Gölkonda. But the ruler on this date was his nephew 
Muhammad Qutb Shäh. The inscription records the construction of a watch- 
tower (buruju) on the top of the fortress called Bälä-khillä and a well in the 
potters’ street in the fort by Khairät Khan, an officer under the king. The 
Persian version of the same inscription (App. D. No. 1) dated two years later, 


refers to the same construction under the orders of Khairät Khän but does not 
mention any king. n 


NAYAKAS OF MADURA.-—An inscription (No. 362) from Méttu tti 
Ramanathapuram District, dated Saka 1[6]13, Kollan 868, Sue Ad. 
Amavasya, records the grant of the village for the merit of Vijaya-Rañga- 
Chokkanätha-Näyakkar, son of Ranga-Krishna Muttu-Virappa- Näyaka and 


26 INDIAN BPIGRAPHY 


Heliodorus, and those of Menander 1 (Nos. 8-9), famous in the story of the 
Milindapanha, are remarkable for their minute details of the reverse designs. 


The group of 202 coins (Nos. 12-213) from Khirbhaväni in Kashmir, contain- 
ing 197 copper, 3 silver, 1 brass and 1 alloy coins received from the Superintendent, 
Archaeological Survey of India, Frontier Cirele, Srinagar, was examined by the 
Superintendent, Persian and Arabic Inscriptions, Nagpur. These coins include 
40 of the Durränis struck in the Kashmir mint, 68 of the Sikhs struck in 
the Amritsar and Kashmir mints, 81 of the Dögräs, all struck in the 
Kashmir and Jammi mints, 3 of the Mughals—two of Akbar and one of Jahängir 
—of common variety and one each of the States of Jaipur and Nepal and one of 
Goa. The collection is particularly interesting as only a few coins of the Sikhs, 
Durránis and the Dögräs have been described, the number of their copper 


coins particularly of the Sikhs and the Durränis that have come to light being 
still less. 


The king-wise break up of these coins is as under :—Of the Durräni coins, 
No. 140 may be assigned to Abmad Shäh Durräni. The coin, if correctly 
identified, would represent a new type with Sikka-i-Fulüs-i- Ahmad Shah Durrani 
on the obverse and Darb-i-Kashmir on the reverse. The coins of Taimür Shah, 
totalling 7, represent two types of his copper coins. Nos. 125, 126, 130, 13E, 
148 and 150 represent the known type, while No. 157 seems to be of a new 
type. Nos. 121, 123, 124 and 141, 122, 127, 128, 134 and 158, and 143 and 153 
represent respectively 3 different known types of Zamän Shäh’s coins. 


Shuja‘u’l-Mulk is represented by 8 coins classifying themselves into four 
types which are known but somewhat rare. Of these, Nos. 115, 145, 154, 161 
and 162 represent one type. Another type is represented by No. 136 and also, 
probably by No. 170. However, No. 137 seems to represent a new type. It 
is unfortunately mutilated but, provided its decipherment is correct, it would 
represent a new type of his copper coins with Fulüs-i-Shah-Shujät on the 
obverse and Darb-i-Kashmir Sana 4 on the reverse. 

Of the 7 copper coins of Mahmüd Shah, Nos. 132 and 133 containing the in- 
complete legend Mahmüd Shah with sword on the obverse and a big. flower 
encircled by two swords on the reverse furnish a rare type. Nos. 138 and 144 belong 
to a known type which is also represented by No. 149 with the difference that the 
latter has clearly the Hijra year on the obverse. The third type of Mahmüd 
Shah’s coins which is unknown is represented by No. 152 having Sikka-i-Fulús- 
i-Mahmüd Shah on the obverse and Darb-i- Khitta-i-Kashmir on the reverse. 
No. 156 represents still another type of his copper coins, though its legends 
are the same as on No. 152. The 8th coin of Mahmüd Shah, No. 186, is a very 
interesting silver coin but unfortunately it is indistinct. It seems to represent 
a new type with a new couplet on the obverse and the usual legend on the reverse. 


All the 5 coins, Nos. 142, 155, 165, 166 and 177, of Nüru'd-Din Shàh are known 
varieties. 


Among the Dögrä rulers, only Ranbir Singh (V. S. 1914-1942) is represent- 
ed in the present collectioa. Of his 81 coins, 59 are known and fall into four 
types, one represented by No. 19, another by Nos. 40-68, 171-76, the third by 
Nos. 188-92, 195-210 and the fourth by Nos. 193-94. The remaining 22 coins, 
Nos. 69-88, 116, 120, falling into a distinct ty pe, resemble the Kashmir coins of 
the Sikh ruler Dulip Singh (Vikrama 1960-04) to whom, in fact, some coins of a 
type similar to the said 22 coins have been attributed by Valentine (The Copper 
Coins of India, Pt. II, London, pp. 248-49, Nos. 154-57). But as a couple of 
these coins Nos.69, 75 etc., distinctly bear the date (Vikrama) 1917, they 
should be properly attributed to Ranbir Singh only. 


No. 211 isa one-anna piece, minted in 1944 A. D., of the Jaipur. ruler 
Màn Singh II, while No. 212 isa five-piece coin of Nepal, dated Vikrama 2012. 


No. 213 represents the Portuguese currency of Goa of the denomination of 
4 annas minted in 1947 A. D. 


. Coins Nos. 214 to 227 were examined from the Cabinet of the Art Museum, 
Trivandrum. Nos. 214-18 represent some chosen specimens of the Ceylon 
rulers—Lilävati, Sáhasamalla, Dharmäsöka, Paräkramabähu II and-Vijayabähu. 
Nos. 222-23 are two rare pieces of the Pändyan issues. 


Coins Nos. 24] to 281 are interesting gold pieces from the Prince of Wales 
Museum, Bombay. Most of them (36 in number) are cup-shaped repousse 
coins with blank reverse, whilo the rest (Nos. 277-81) are doubled ones. The 


repoussé cuins are similar to those of the great Ködüru (Nellore District) Treasure 
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‘Idgah to Malik Saifu’d-Din Yusuf Khäni in A. H. 706 (1307 A. D.). It further 
mentions one Muwaffaq as the mason. 


Of the Tughluq epigraphs, No. 73, from Ranod, Shivpuri District, Madhya 
Pradesh, is a new record of Muhammad bin Tughluq recording the construction 
of a mosque in A. H. 732 (1331-32 A. D.). No. 245, appearing on the Tärikin- 
kä-darwäza at Nagaur, Rajasthan, belongs to the same monarch and records 
the construction of the tomb (rauga) in A. H. 733 (1333 A. D.) and not of the 
gateway in A. H. 630 or 633 as asserted by Cunningham, ASIR, Vol. XXIII, 
pp. 64, 69. Firüz Tughluq is represented by No. 314, from Jajmau, which 
refers to the foundation for the tomb of Shaikh "Alau'd-Din 
Yüsuf by the late sadr, Ghiyäthu’d-Din Muhammad, son of Yüsuf Shaikhzäda 
and its completion in A. H. 761 (1360 A. D.) by Abu’l-Mubärak Muhammad. 
No. 316, from the same place, assigns the construction of a mosque in the follow- 
ing year to the same Abu’l-Mubärak who is mentioned as the son of the said 
sadr. It also speaks of the latter as the son of Shaikh‘Alau’lHaq Yüsuf, 
who is none other than Shaikhzäda Yüsuf. A third inscription in the same 
place belonging to the Shargis of Jaunpur will be noticed later. Incident- 
ally, according to Nevill, op. cit., Cawnpore, p. 301, who wrongly ascribes all 
the three epigraphs to Firüz Tughlug's reign, they narrate the visit of the king 
to the shrine and his gift of land to the saint's descendant, Sadr Ghiyäthu’d- 
Din Muhammad. The contents of the records in question do not warrant his 
statement. He also records a tradition that the saint, Shaikh “Aláu'l-Haa, 
accompanied Qutbu’d-Din Aibak which too is not substantiated. No. 324, 

om Bangarmau, Unnao District, dated in the same reign, records the construc- 
tion of the tomb, popularly called Chhoti-Dargäh, by Mugarrabu’d-Din, a 
companion of Mafkharu'l-Umará Malik Sultänshah in A. H. 784 (1383 A. D.) 
under the supervision of Jalal, son of Khusraw of Bangarmau. Muqarrabu'd- 
Din and Malik Sultanshah are probably the nobles who, about a decade later, 
figured prominently in the political conflict at Delhi under the later Tughlugs 
(Yahya, Tarikh-2-Mubarak Shahi, Calcutta, 1931, pp. 140 ff. ; 153 ff.). 


The : only inscription of the Lodis, No. 262, from Nagaur, records the com- 
pletion of a mosque called Masjidu’l-Fath and a well called Samandarz (lit. 
sea-like) in A. H. 888 (1483 A. D.) during the reign of Buhlúl, Lodi. A some- 
what intriguing aspect of this record is that it is executed in Nasta‘lig style of 
writing, which, so far as our present knowledge goes, did not make its appearance 


in Indo-Muslim epigraphy before the end of the first quarter of the tenth 
century, Hijra. 


Among the provincial rulers, the Bahmanis are represented by one epigraph, 
No. 215, from Manvi, Raichur District, Mysore. It states that when Abu’l- 
Fath Firüz Shah conquered the fort situated on the river and then (probably) 
rebuilt it, Muhammad Zahir, apparently an official, constructed a mosque 
with stones from a temple in A. H. 809 (1406-07 A. D.). This inscription thus 
refers itself to the time of Firüz’s second expedition against Vijayanagara. 
No. 2, from Purnea in Bihar, a new inscription of Ghiyathu'd-Din Mahmüd Shah 
of Bengal, seems to record that a person entitled Balyan? Shah constructed 
& tomb in A. H. 943 (1537 A. D.), thus providing authentic data about the 
extent of the Bengal authority in north Bihar at that time. No. 115, from 
Madura, Madras, is an interesting record of the Madura Sultans, containing 
the text of a royal order issued by Shamsu’d-Din ‘Adil Shah whose very rule in 
the area has been recently questioned by some scholars. The inscription 
shows that ‘Adil Shah did rule over this part of the country. No. 117, also 
from Madura, is a fragmentary record without any date or the name of the king, 
but since its surviving text constitutes the concluding portion of a farman, 
there should be little doubt of its belorging to one of the Madura Sultäns. 


Of the two Sharqi records, No. 315, from Jajmau, already referred to 
above , is badly damaged. It seems to refer to another scion of the saint Shaikh 
'Alàu'd-Din, viz. Hammad, son of Shaikh Ibrahim, son of Shaikh Muhammad, 
in connection with the construction or reparation of the tomb in A. H. 850 
(1446-47 A. D.) during the reign of Mahmüd Shah. The other, No. 306, from 
Bilgram, is fragmentary but interesting. lts text contains the name of the 
royal sharabdar (butler), Malik Daulatyär. This epigraph palaeo aphically 
sao to the see of Ibrähim Shargi has been wrongly assigned to Sultän 
Be im, akeg fae on of Mahm ad ed vx 111S la A. D.) by a 
modern wr u ilgrami, Tangihu’l-K: Fi Tärikhil-Bilgram, 
Aligarh, 1937, p. 106). i ks 
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direction-stones found at Antur and Jalamb were set up in A.H. 1000 (1591-92 
A.D.) in the reign of Burhán II (Ep. Indo-Mosl., 1919-20, pl. IXa; Ep. Ind. 
Ar. Per. Sup.,.1955 and 56, pl. XXIXo), our inscription may have been set up 
at about that time. Of the two important records belonging to Burhän Nizám 
Shäh III whose very rule, almost overlooked by historians, was established on 
the basis of three inscriplions from Antur, by Dr. Yazdani (Ep. Indo- Mosl., 
1919-20, pls. VIT a and b and VIII), No. 193, from Galna, states that Malik 
“Ambar, the wakil, appointed Malik Jamshid to the custodianship of the fort, 
and the latter reconstructed the mosque and its tank then in ruins in A.H. 1030 
(1620-21 A.D.) The other, No. 133, from Shendurni, Jalgaon District, Maha- 
rashtra, records the construciion of a bastion under royal orders by Hushyär 
Khan, son of Bazid Khan Sarwáni Zai, the shahna (superintendent) in A.H. 1034 
(1624-25 A.D.). 

The list contains, as usual, quite a few interesting inscriptions of the Mughal 
emperors. Taking Akbar's inscriptions first, No. 257,-from Nagaur, mentions 
Pahlwan Murad, son of Rahmat, as having constructed a mosque. Its date 

uoted in this inscription in words as A.H. 908 may be an inadvertant mistake 
for A .H. 980 (1572-73 A. D.). No. 253, again from Nagaur, is damaged. It 
seems to mention the construction of the pulpit of the mosque during the gover- 
norship of Haji Badi‘ (or Badägh). No. 244, from Loharpura, Nagaur District, 
refers to the erection of a mosque in the name of Haji Husain Ahangar in A.H. 
1011 (1602 A.D.). No. 38, from Patan, Mehsana District, Gujarat, records 
‘the construction of a mosque and the grave of Dost Muhammad Sultan in A.H. 982 
(1574 A.D.). Nos. 227, 229, 231, 232, 235 and 236 from Jaisalmer record a 
sequence of events in the career of Mir Muhammad Ma‘sim Nami surnamed 
Bakkari, the well-known poet and nobleman of Akbar’s court. He seems to 
have been on intimate terms with Raval Jiu (Raula Bhima in the Sanskrit 
portion of the bilingual record, No. B. 646) of Jaisalmer where he constructed 
two buildings during his sojourns. Nos. 231-32 state that in 1008 A.H. (1599- 
1600 A.D.) he was recalled from service at Qandahar by the Emperor and on his 
way, he halted there and constructed the building (Faqiron-ka-Takiya, the 
findspot of these inscriptions). No. 229 records that he was despatched as 
ambassador to “Iraq (Iran) in 1010 A.H. (1601-02 A.D.) and that he started in the 
same year for Bakkar having stayed at Jaisalmer for 10 days at the request of 
Rawal Jiu (No. 227) probably enroute. Nos. 235-36 record the construction 
of a new building (what is now used:as the Government Secondary School for 
girls) in 1014 A.H. (1605-06 A.D.) by the same personage who seems to have been 
conferred with the title, Aminu'l-Mulk in the meanwhile. Probably he had 
returned by then from his ambassadorial assignment at ‘Iraq (Iran). In 
Nos. 222-26, 228, 230, 233-34 some quartrains composed by him are inscribed. 
His son Mir Buzurg figures as the scribe in Nos. 227, 229, 231, 235 and 236. 

Of the inscriptions of Jahangir, two, Nos. 286-287, from Kara, Allahabad 
District, pertain to the Jami‘ mosque and record its construction in A. H. 1014 
(1605-06 A. D.) by Qurban ‘Ali under the supervision of Hasan ‘Ali. These 
inscriptions are at variance with the statement of Nevill, op. cit., Allahabad, 
p. 248, that the Jämi‘-Masjid ‘was built in 1570 A. D., by Maulvi Yaqub and 
was restored by Qurban Ali in 1603 A. D.’ No. 71, from Burhanpur, East Nimar 
District, records the construction of the building now called Akbari-Sarái in 
A. H. 1027 (1618 A, D.) under orders from Sipah-Salar Khän-i-Khänän, “Abdu'r- 
Rahim Khän, the governor, under the supervision of Lashkar Khán. Its text was 
inscribed by Khalaf of Tabriz, the calligrapher of the inscription of the Hammám 
at Burhanpur, which was also built by Khan-i-Khanan (Ep. Ind. Ar. Per. Sup., 1955 
and 56, pl. XXXa). No. 92, from Shivpuri, an interesting record in Persian and 
Sanskrit, is very crudely inscribed. It contains the text of a royal order issued in 
A.H. 1035 (1626 A.D.) to the jägirdärs, karoris and the “ummáls of the pargana 
Shivpuri in the sarkär Narwar of the suba Malwa announcing the remission of 
cortain taxes like jizya, zakat, etc. It mentions Raja Ramdas as the governor. 

No. 85, from Ranod, is an inscription of Shah Jahan recording the construc- 
tion of a mosque by Shaikh Muhammad, son of Shaikh Pir Miyán, son of Shaikh 
Shihab Momin in A. H. 1043 (1633 A.D.). No. 86, from the same place, is 
another record of Shih Jahan. It assigns the construction of a mosque to 
Shaikh Nizam, son of Shaikh Nasiru'd-Din, son of Shaikh‘Abdu’r-Rahmän Shaibàni. 
No. 62, from Chanderi, refers to the building of a mosque by Sher Muhammad 
Khän in A H. 1061 (1650-51 A.D.). The intriguing mention of the builder in 
tho text as ‘a son of Hämid Khän, through De Eae is probably meant to 
indicate that he was a son of Daulat Khän adopted by Hämid Khän. No. 4, 
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94 A.D.), mentions the construction of a mosque. The important aspect of this 

record is that the village is called therein Bäsni Bahlimän i.e., “Basni of the 
Bahlims’ to distinguish it perhaps from some other village of the same name. An 
interesting record, No. 317, from Jajmau, Uttar Pradesh, records the construction 
(or reconstruction) of a Jämi‘ mosque under the orders of Qilich Khän inA.H 
1093 (1682 A.D.) by Sadr Shäh. It also gives the full name of Qilich Khän as 
‘Abid Khan, son of Hadrat ‘Azizän-i-‘Älanı Shaikh Siddigi ‘Aliabadi Samarqandi 
and further mentions him as holding the post of sadru's-sudúr. Mirza ‘Abid 
Qilich Khän was the grandfather of Nizämu’l-Mulk Asaf Jäh I, founder of the 
Asaf Jahi dynasty of Hyderabad. Sadr Shah who is mentioned here as an 
officer under Qilich Khan figures in the years 1113 and 1116 A. H. as the deputy 
of ‘Umdatu’l-Mulk Ghäzi-u’d-Din Firüz Jang, son of Qilich Khan in some ins- 
criptions from Bid (Ep. Indo-Mosl., 1921-22, p. 16, 19, 21, 23-24). No. 69, from 
Burhanpur, dated 1118 A.H. (1706-07 A.D.), furnishes certain details pertaining 
to his ancestry and states that he had established the villages Sadrpúr and Shäh- 
pir after his own name in the pargand Shakarpür near Shahjahanabad (Delhi). 
The inscription records the construction of the tomb of Shaikh Núr Muhammad 
Ridà'i his spiritual guide, by Muhammad Shah, son of the same Sadr Shah. 

Among the later Mughals, Ahmad Shah is represented by No. 77, from Ranod, 

a bilingual inscription mentioning the raising of a garden and the construction 
of a well in the Ist regnal year or A-H. 1160 (1747 A.D.). It also records the name 
of Rai Parichchhit, probably the governor or the local chief and Kirat, son of 
Girdhar La‘l, the ganúngu (?) of the pargana Ranod in the sarkär Chanderi. No. 
7, from Bhuj, Kutch District, Gujarat, assigns the construction of a mosque in 
A.H. 1162 (1748-49 A.D.) to Nämühri-Kor-i-Jäh (now pronounced as Nämöri 
Korijä) and also alludes to the reign of Räi Desar (Deshal), the Kutch ruler. 
Two epigraphs, No. 252 from Nagaur, dated A.H. 1197 (1783 A.D.) and No. 78 
from Ranod, dated A. H. 1204 (1789-90 A. D.) represent Shah ‘Alam II. 


Among the epigraphs representing the minor chiefs and dynasties, the 
Khänzädas of Nagaur are represented by three epigraphs of which No. 
247, from  Nagaur, records the construction of a mosque called 
Masjid-i-Nür in A.H.900 (1495 A.D.) in the time of FirüzKhän. No. 243, from 
Kumari, Nagaur District, seems to refer to the eonstruction, probably in A.H. 
902 (1496-97 A.D.), of the mosque, tomb and garden of Firüz Khän who is men- 


tioned therein as deceased. No. 248, from Nagaur, seems to refer to the cons- 
truction of a mosque. 


Of the records of the Ráos of Kutch, No. 15, from Bhuj, mentions the 
construction of the tomb of Pir Dad, a saint, by one of his disciples probably 
Dharoji by name (pursuant to a dream). The work, supervised by Allah Däd, 
the saint’s descendant, was completed in A.H. 1180 (1766-67 A.D.), during the 
rule of Gohadji IT, but the tablet was set up in the reign of Gohadji's successor, 
Räo Räyadhana. No. 9, from the same place, is another record of Göhadji 
II, recording the construction of a tomb by Khairi Habashiin A.H. 1183 (1769-70 
A.D.). No. 18, also from Bhuj, records the construction of an ‘ Idgäh in A.H. 
1201 (1786-87 A.D.), during the reign of Mahäräo Mirza Raja Räidhan (Räya- 
dhana) by his minister Dosal Ven. The epigraph gives the name of the latter’s 
father, Bhojo, which is not commonly known. The same Dosal constructed an 
* Idgüh in A.H. 1224 (1809-10 A.D.) at Mandvi in the same District (No.21). 

The Sidis of Janjira are represented by some epigraphs. No. 155, from 
Rajpuri, Kolaba District, Maharashtra, records the date, A.H. 1104 (1692-93 
A.D.), of the construction of the palace of Yägüt Khan I. No. 137, from J. anjira 
Fort in the same district, refers to the reconstruction of the strong fort of 
Janjira (inscribed Jazira) by Yägüt Khán II who, we are told, had ascended the 
throne in A.H. 1118 (1706-07 A.D.) and had firmly established himself in Konkan 
(spelt as Kokan). The record is dated A.H. 1140 (1727-28 A.D.). 
No. 141, also from Janjira, states that the bastions, walls and t 
fort of Janjira originally constructed in A.H. 984 (1576-77 A.D.) 
of (Murtada I) Nizäm Shih of Ahmadnagar by Fahim Khan (A. R. Ep., 1959- 
60, D 140), were strengthened in A.H. 1142 (1729-30 A.D.) in the time of Yàqüt 
Khán. It, therefore, follows that the work of reconstruction mentioned in No. 137 
above, started in A.H. 1140 and took two years to complete. No. 142, from 
the same place, is badly damaged and nothing but the name Khan-i-A‘zam Yägüt 
Khan is legible. Nos. 139-40, dated A.H. 1111 (?) (1699-1700 A.D.) and 1116 
(1705 A.D.), belong to the pre-kingship time of Yaqüt Khän II, then called Sidi 

‚who respectively laid the foundation and completed the construction on 
the two quoted dates, of the hulmuk bastions flanking the main gate of the fort, 


Again, 
he gates of the 
during the time 
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Bom. Gaz., Vol. XVIII, Poona, Part III, pp. 241-42. No. 161, from Chandor, 
Nasik District, refers to the construction of a mosque in A.H. 1024 (1615 A.D.) 
by a private individual Firüz Khan and not by Firüz Khan Badshah as stated ' 
in Burgess, List. Ant. Rem. Bomb. Pres., p. 118. No. 134, from Shendurni, refers 
to the renovation, in A.H.1071 (1660 A.D.), of a mosque originally constructed 
by Bahadur Khan Fariiqi, the last ot the Khandesh kings, during his governor- 
ship of “suba Burhänpür Khandes’. It also identifies a nearby tomb as that of 
Kabir Khan Ghazi, son of Sayyid Ahmad Kabir. No. 181, on the bund of a lake 
at Galna, refers to Lashkari Baig’s building of a bund and the excavation of a 
channel in A.H. 1083 (1672-73 A.D.). No. 210, from Chakan, Poona District, 
refers to the construction of a mosque in A.H. 1093 (1682 A.D.) by Sayyid 
Jänbäz Khan, the gal‘adär, who died two years later as indicated by No. 211, 
also from the same place. No. 165, from Chandor, refers to the construction of 
the Somwar gate in Fasli 1164 (1757 A.D.) in the time of Malhàr Desmukh ; the 
work was supervised by Shähji Dahbhäriya. An interesting group of epitaphs 
belonging to the members, male as well as female, of the ruling Sidis of Janjira, 
is listed under Nos. 143-48 (Janjira), 150-52 (Khokri) and 157-58 (Rajpuri). 
They range in their dates from A.H. 1096 (1685 A.D.) to A.H. 1141 (1728-29 
A.D.) and mention among others Sitti Amina, daughter of Yaqat Khan Jamdar 
and Sitti Kulthüma, Sitti Zainab and Sitti Habibä, the daughters, Sidi ‘Abdu’l 
Ghafür and Sidi Ishaq, the sons, and Sidi Khairiyat Khan, the brother of Yaqut 


Khan. No. 157 records the demise of Sidi ‘Ambar Shaikháni and No. 158 that 
of Sidi ‘Abdullah Shaikhánt. 


Lastly, among the epigraphs of Uttar Pradesh, No. 322, from Bangarmau, 
dated A.H. 702 (1302 A.D.), was published in Ep. Indo. Mosl., 1917-18, p. 18, 
pl. IVb, but the name of the deceased saint was wrongly read as Jalalu'd-Din, 
son of ‘Aim, instead of the correct name ‘Alau’d-Din, son of Ghanaim. No. 321, 
also from Bangarmau, records the construction in the first year, most probably - 
in the thirties of the eighth century (A.H. 730=1330 A.D.), of the tomb 
of the said saint ‘Aläu’d-Din. No. 323, from the same town, records the demise 
of Shaikh *Azizu'l-Haq, the spiritual guide of Majd, son of Safi in A.H. 782 (1380 
A.D.). The epigraph, composed by the disciple, is one of the very few Indian 
records in Arabic verse. No. 327, from Bangarmau, refers to a noble of repute, 
Khan Qayä Khan, as having constructed the tomb of Shaikh Auliyäin A.H. 976 
(1568-69 A.D.). No. 291, from Kara, records the martyrdom in A.H. 1016 (1607 
A.D.) of Darwish Muhammad, son of ‘Arab Shah. Alambardär, the title, meaning 
standard-bearer, suffixed to his name being noteworthy. Nos. 288-89, from 
Kara, are interesting records but unfortunately badly damaged. Obviously 
not later than of the 15th century, they seem to refer to the reconstruction of 
a fort. No. 299, from Hathgaon in Fatehpur District, seems to record the cons- 
truction of a well, tank, pond and garden by Fath Khan, son of Fath Khan, the 
muqti, at the instance of one Yüsuf in A.H. 854 (1450 A.D.). Fath Khan, it 
will be recalled, was a prominent officer under the Sharqis (A.R.Ep., 1958-59, 
No. D 198). No. 279, from Allahabad, assigns the construction of the Shahi- 
Masjid to one Dara Shah in A.H. 1063 (1652-53 A.D.) and contains verses in 
praise of the saint Dilruba Shah. It is difficult to say if Dara Shah is identical 
with Prince Dara Shikth, son of Shih Jahan, whom tradition connects with 
some localities in Allahabad city and District (Nevill, op. cit,, Allahabad, pp. 
200, 232). Perhaps this Dara Shah was a disciple of the saintand had nothing 
to do with his illustrious namesake. No. 319, a bilingual record from 
Barka Jhil near Ahraura, Mirzapur District, provides some information about 
Muhammad Farrukh (d. 1752 A.D.), the zamindar of Ahraura, but about the 
manner and time of his coming to the locality, nothing is known (Nevill, op. 
cit., Mirzapur, pp. 262-63). The epieraph refers to the excavation of a canal 
for irrigation of public fields in A.H. 1115 (1703-04 A.D.). Nos. 303-04, from 
Bilgram, record the dates of the death of Haji Rari‘ and the constraction of his 
tomb by Ghulam Rida and Bahadar ‘Ali in A.H. 1174, Fasli 1168 (1760-61 A.D.) 
in the time of their office. Bahadur ‘Ali Khán was, according to Nevill (op. 
eit., Hardoi, p. 179), the chief of police of Lucknow under the Nawwabs of Oudh. 
No. 309, aiso from Bilgram, mentions the renovation of a mosque by Raja Jha’ü 
Lal in A.H. 1208 (1793-94 A.D.). Nos. 265-78 come from Daira-Shah Ajmal 
in Allahabad and range between A.H. 1190 (1776 A.D.) and A.H. 1275 (1858- 
59 A.D.). Most of them record the dates of demise of the members of the 
family of Shih Muhammad Ajmal Muhammadi. | 
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